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We would have never been able to picture what 2020 

was going to bring. The extent of change that we all 

have experienced has been immense. But, if there is 

one good thing from all of this is the connection to 

nature that so many have experienced. My family 

has always been “nature lovers.” Of course, you all 

know, I love to be outside. We hike, bike, walk, 

explore areas and find time to be outside. Even if we 

are pulling weeds in the flower beds, all while 

listening to the birds, the fresh air is invigorating. 

 

But what I, and many others across the field, have 

seen is that during all of this chaos nature has won 

again! People are flocking to the outdoors. Bike 

stores can’t keep bikes in stock, kayaks are flying off 

the shelves, and our parks are BUSY every single 

weekend. This is amazing! People are finding a way 

to relax, outside, away from the latest Coronavirus 

news. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Early on in the pandemic, I started making more 

Facebook Live videos as a way to communicate with 

everyone and still offer environmental education in a 

digital format. One of the first videos I posted, was 

talking about how going outside and listening to 

nature offered a moment of peace. It is something 

that we all needed amongst the rising case counts 

and the fear that everyone was feeling. 

 

We’re still in the midst of the pandemic, but I feel 

like nature is an excellent way to cope with the 

changing times. Go explore a new trail in your 

county. Get your family, get on your bikes with and 

take a ride along the riverfront, or down to Deep 

Lakes. Muscatine has some very nice bike trails. Or 

take the family down to the beach at Deep Lakes for 

some water fun. It will be open for a while even after 

Labor Day weather permitting. Follow us on 

Facebook at Muscatine County Conservation Board 

for the most up to date news. 

 

StoryWalk® 

Recently Discovery Park has added some literacy to 

the trails. The StoryWalk® Project was created by 

Anne Ferguson of Vermont and developed in 

collaboration with the Vermont Bicycle & Pedestrian 

Coalition and the Kellogg Hubbard Library. Our 

temporary StoryWalk® trail is set up next to the loop 

by the arboretum.  

 

To start the story, come into Discovery Park and 

park by the arboretum entrance (the flagpole that is 

near the gazebo). You will see the arboretum sign 

and the first pages of the story will be to the right 

near the long grassy area. The first story is called 

Connecting With Nature by Michelle Berns 
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Thank You! 
Thank you to all those who 

generously gave time, talent, 

funding and/or materials to help 

make our programs, projects, and 

areas better than ever. 

Jane Hodge - environmental education supplies 

Marilyn Andress - monetary donation 

Bob Schaapveld - fox fur 

Keystone AOK -  environmental education supplies 

Memorials 
Japanese Crabapple tree adopted at Discovery 

Park In Memory of Carolyn Weber. 

Redbud tree adopted at Discovery Park In Memory 

of Biscuit. 

Monarch! Come Play with Me. This story is about a 

young girl who finds a monarch caterpillar and 

watches it as it goes through its’ lifecycle. The area 

where this story is contains TONS of milkweeds, so 

as you read the pages, look for eggs, caterpillars and 

chrysalides! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We have two more stories planned for this area, and 

hope to be able to make the StoryWalk® a 

permanent part of Discovery Park with rotating 

stories. Nature and books! What could be better? 

Beginner Birders with Kelly McKay 

Show up bright and early for a wonderful bird hike with Kelly McKay. After the hike we will 

dive deeper into the bird world with a presentation by Kelly. Masks and preregistration required. Call (563) 

264-5922 or email conservation@co.muscatine.ia.us to preregister. 

 

 

Monarch Tagging 
During September, meet Michelle in 

front of the Environmental Learning Center for a 

short program on monarchs, then try your luck at 

catching and tagging them. A limited number of 

times are available by reservation only. Masks are 

required. Call Michelle at (563) 264-5922 if you 

are interested in setting up a time. 

 

 

Muscatine Humane Society. Additional information, including lists of needed items for the Humane Society 
and Food Pantry, will be posted to our Facebook page at MuscatineCountyConservationBoard. The

“Halloween Magic in Motion” will take place on Friday October 30 from 6:30-8:00 pm.

No Halloween Hike, but..."Halloween Magic in Motion"
Though we will not be offering our typical Halloween Hike due to Covid-19, we are 
planning “Halloween Magic in Motion,” a drive-through Halloween experience for all ages 

at the Saulsbury Bridge Recreation Area campground. This event will include campsites 

decorated for Halloween by campers, treat bags for the first 300 kids who ride through the 

campgrounds enjoying the sights. Most importantly there is no fee, but we are asking 

participants to bring items which will be donated to the Muscatine Food Pantry or the

CAMPING
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Saturday September 19   7:00-11:30 am at Discovery Park 
Free, children must be accompanied by an adult
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Become a Friend 
Thank you to all our “Friends” whose donations to 

the Muscatine County Conservation Foundation 

support the development and enhancement of 

environmental education and conservation projects in 

Muscatine County. 

Robert Spaulding 

Helen Atkinson 

Mike & Phyllis Avesing 

Mike Curtis 

The names of all donors go into our donor book and 

those who donate $250 or more receive a plaque on 

our donor wall located in the Environmental 

Learning Center. Please include the form below with 

your donation and become a “Friend” today. 

 

 

Deep Lakes Park Cabin Update 
The cabins at Deep Lakes Park are continuing to 

progress. At this time, the cabins have been set and 

some inside work has been completed. Electricity 

has been run to the cabins, and plumbing still needs 

to be hooked up. Painting and decorating work inside 

needs to be done, as well as getting furniture 

ordered. The biggest project that needs to be tackled 

are the roads to the cabins from the main parking lot.  

There are four cabins total, two with two bedroom, 

and two with one bedroom. The two bedrooms will 

sleep a maximum of eight people and rent for $125 

per night with taxes included. The one bedrooms will 

sleep a maximum of four people and rent for $110 

per night with taxes included. 

We get many questions on when they will open and 

can they be reserved. We will start reservations for 

the cabin rental closer to their completion, which 

most likely won’t be until after the first of next year. 

Keep checking our Facebook page-Muscatine 

County Conservation Board-for the most up to date 

information!

Right: A view from 

a cabin deck. 

A Gift For the Conservation Foundation

I would like to become a Friend,
please accept my donation.

$10—$49
$50—$99
$100—$249
$250—$499
$500—$999
$1000 +

o Sponsor
Partner

o Patron
Guardian
Steward

o Benefactor
I would like to donate my time.

Name

Address

Phone

E-mail

Thank you for your support!
Please make checks payable to:

Muscatine County Conservation Foundation
PO Box 109, Muscatine, IA 52761
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Shelter Rentals 
The Conservation Board has picnic shelters at 

Discovery Park, Saulsbury Bridge Recreation Area, 

and Jack Shuger Memorial Park that may be 

reserved. Contact the Conservation Board office at               

(563) 264-5922 or conservation@co.muscatine.ia.us 

for more information. Reservations may be made no 

earlier than one year in advance.  

Discovery Park 

Discovery Pond Shelter (#1) $15 (no electricity) 

Learning Center Shelter (#2) $35 

Saulsbury Bridge Recreation Area 

Chicken Creek Shelter (#1) $20 

Boat Ramp Shelter (#2) $20 

Jack Shuger Memorial Park 

Shelter    $20 

 

Saulsbury Lodge Rental 
The Saulsbury Lodge is available for rent. This 

enclosed building is air conditioned and has the 

capacity to seat around 75 people. It’s a great setting 

for a family reunion, small wedding reception, 

graduation or birthday party. Prices vary depending 

on the day of the week and type of event. Contact the 

Conservation Board office at (563) 264-5922 or 

conservation@co.muscatine.ia.us for more 

information. Reservations may be made no earlier 

than one year in advance.  

Camping at Saulsbury 
The Saulsbury Bridge Recreation Area campgrounds 

will remain open until the end of October (weather 

permitting). Camping fees are as follows. 

 Main Campground  $20/night 

 River Campground  $17/night 

 Primitive Campground  $10/night 

 Permanently Handicapped $15/night 

 

You can save on camping in the main campground 

with a coupon book for $100 - that’s six nights for 

the price of five. Available at the Environmental 

Learning Center or from the park ranger. 

We will also continue with the “Free Wednesdays” 

and the “Two-for-One” camping specials. 

TWO-FOR-ONE 
Camping Weekends 

 
Camp the first night (Friday) in any of the 

campgrounds at Saulsbury and stay for the next night 
(Saturday) FREE on the weekends listed below. 

 
September 18-19 

October 2-3 & October 16-17 

 
 

 

FREE Wednesdays 
Camp in any of the campgrounds at Saulsbury on 

any Wednesday in April-October for free. 

Holiday Closings 
The Conservation Board offices 

(currently open by appointment 

only) will be closed on 

Wednesday, November 11, and 

Thursday & Friday, November 26 & 27. 

New Board Member 
Sue O’Donnell, from Conesville, was appointed to 

the Conservation Board in February to finish Jenny 

Paetz’s term. We welcome Sue to the Board. 

Ut’S c°Camping!
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Creature Feature 
Striped Skunk 

The striped skunk is one of the most recognized 

mammals around. The black coat with white stripes 

along the back and tail and thin white stripe from 

nose to forehead on this small creature make it 

difficult for it to blend in anywhere (coloration of the 

fur may vary as well as the striped pattern).  But, 

that’s the point—would-be predators learn to 

recognize the warning stripes and avoid the spray.  

 

Striped skunks are found in North America from 

southern Canada to northern Mexico. They prefer to 

live in open areas and agricultural areas, but also 

wooded areas, deserts, and suburban and urban areas. 

They live in dens made by other animals, hollowed 

out logs, brush piles, or under buildings. They do not 

hibernate, but may spend extended periods of time in 

their dens during very cold weather. 

 

Male skunks are a little larger than females. They are 

18-32 inches long and weight can vary from 3 to 12 

pounds depending on the time of year. In the winter a 

skunk may lose 50% of its body weight. Skunks have 

a very good sense of smell and hearing, but poor 

eyesight. 

 

Striped skunks are nocturnal. They spend the day in 

their dens coming out at night to forage and hunt. 

They are omnivores who eat fruit, plants, worms, 

eggs, reptiles, small mammals, and small crustaceans 

and fish. They also eat stinging insects and bees. 

They will dig ground wasps and hornets out of the 

ground, and get the bees right from the hive. Their 

thick fur protects them from stings. 

 

Skunks are solitary animals only coming together to 

mate, and sometimes den together for warmth in cold 

weather. Breeding season is February to April. Males 

breed with multiple females. Females have two to ten 

young whose eyes open around three weeks of age 

and are weaned in six to seven weeks. The young will 

follow mom around to learn to forage and hunt before 

heading out on their own at around ten months old. 

 

Thanks to the scent glands under the tail that can 

spray an oily unpleasant smelling substance, skunks 

have very few natural predators. They give a 

potential predator plenty of warning before spraying 

by hissing, stomping their feet, and raising their tail. 

Predators like bobcats, mountain lions, foxes, and 

coyotes may go after a skunk, but only as a last 

resort. One exception is the great horned owl. It has 

a very poor sense of smell, so skunk funk doesn’t 

deter it. 

 

Striped skunks can live up to seven years in the 

wild. Besides being preyed on by great horned owls, 

becoming roadkill is the biggest threat to wild 

skunks. In captivity they may live up to ten years.  

Fun Facts 
 A group of skunks is called a surfeit. 

 Skunks spray as a last resort. It takes many days 
to reload the glands. 

 Skunks are immune to snake venom and will 
feed on venomous snakes. 

 Pepe Le Pew and Flower are famous cartoon 
skunks. 

 The smell from skunk spray can last for weeks. 

 The Cherokee believed skunk odor could ward 
off disease and hung dead skunks over doorways 
during plagues. 



Topper’s Page 
Topper says Fergus Fox may have seen the black and 
white warning a little too late. Maybe he can run fast 
enough to not get skunk funked. Scooter Skunk can 
spray 10-15 feet and if Fergus is unlucky enough to get 
sprayed he might smell for weeks. 

Help Fergus get to his den before Scooter’s spray gets 
him. 
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The Muscatine County Conservation Board meets the third Monday of each 
month at 7:00 p.m. Meetings are held at the Environmental Learning Center, 
3300 Cedar Street in Muscatine. The public is welcome to attend. 

 

If anyone believes he or she has been subjected to discrimination on the basis of race, color, 
national origin, age, gender, or handicap, he or she may file a complaint alleging 
discrimination with either the Muscatine County Conservation Board or the Office of Equal 
Opportunity, U.S. Department of the Interior, Washington, D.C. 20240 

4

. jgrjL LIKE us ON /£IK!facebook (* ^ ’£


